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37 CFR 1.97(b) 

1. IS The Information Disclosure Statement submitted herewith is being filed within three months of the filing 
of a national application other than a continued prosecution application under 37 CFR 1 .53(d); within 
three months of the date of entry of the national stage as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .491 in an international 
application; before the mailing of a first Office Action on the merits, or before the mailing of a first Office 
Action after the filing of a request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114. 
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2. □ The Information Disclosure Statement submitted herewith is being filed after the period specified in 37 
CFR 1.97(b), provided that the Information Disclosure Statement is filed before the mailing date of a 
Final Action under 37 CFR 1.113, a Notice of Allowance under 37 CFR 1.311, or an Action that 
otherwise closes prosecution in the application, and is accompanied by one of: 

□ the statement specified in 37 CFR 1 .97(e); 

OR 

□ the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.1 7(p). 
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Sir: 

In accordance with the provisions of 37 C.F.R. 1.56, 37 C.F.R. 1.97, and 37 C.F.R. 1.98, 
Applicants request that a citation and examination of the references cited below, and on the 
attached PTO-1449 form, copies of which are enclosed, be made during the course of 
examination of the above-identified application for United States patent. 

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 
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Date 


Inventor 


4,326,574 


April 27, 1982 


Pallaroni et al. 


4,467,003 


August 21, 1984 


Pallaroni et al. 


4,732,299 


March 22, 1988 


Hoyt 


4,887,913 


December 19, 1989 


Sengewald 


5,174,096 


May 10, 1994 


Fukuda 
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GB 830 859 A 


March 12, 1960 
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France 


EP 0 067 420 Al 


December 22, 1982 


Europe 


EP 0 142 758 A 


May 29, 1985 


Europe 


EP0 618 136 A 


October 5, 1994 


Europe 


EP 0 658 421 Al 


June 21, 1995 


Europe 


WO 95/16565 


June 22, 1995 


PCT 


DE 197 52 648 CI 


March 18, 1999 


Germany 
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Some of the foreign patent documents listed above are not in the English language. 
U.S. Patent Nos. 4,326,574 and 4,467,003 correspond to FR 2 444 619 A. An English abstract is 
included for DE 197 52 648 CI. An International Search Report for the PCT application 
corresponding to the present application is also included with this submission. 

This application is a continuation of U.S. Serial No. 09/316,165. 
Applicants look forward to early and favorable consideration of this matter. 
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